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Mr. Jounsron of South Carolina, from the Committee on the District 


a zef Columbia, submitted the following 
OO y 


— REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 1368] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 1368) to amend the act relating to the small claims and 
conciliation branch of the municipal court of the District of Columbia, 
and for other purposes, after full consideration, report favorably 
thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as amended 
do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in lieu thereof insert the 
following: 


That subsection (a) of section 1107 of the District of Columbia code of 1901, 
as amended by section 2 of the Act of December 20, 1944 (D. C. Code, sec. 
15-403 (a)), is amended to read as follows: 

‘“‘(a) The earnings, salary, insurance, annuities, or pension or retirement pay- 
ments, not otherwise exempted, not to exceed $200 each month, of any person 
residing in the District of Columbia, or of any person who earns the major por- 
tions of his or her livelihood in the District of Columbia, regardless of place of 
residence, who provides the principal support of a family, for two months next 
preceding the issuing of any. writ or process against him, from any court or officer 
of and in said District shall be exempt from attachment, levy, seizure, or sale 
upon such process, and the same shall not be seized, levied on, taken, reached, 
or sold by attachment, execution, or any other process or proceedings of any 
court, judge, or other officer of and in said District: Provided, however, That where 
husband and wife are living together, the aggregate of the earnings, salaries, insur- 
ance, annuities, and pension or retirement payments of the husband and wife 
shall be the amount which shall be determinative of the exemption of either in 
cases arising ex contractu: Provided further, That food, shelter, or clothing received 
as part of earnings, salary, insurance, annuities, or pension or retirement payments, 
shall not be included in computing income for the purposes of this section.”’ 

Src. 2. Section 467 of the District of Columbia Code of 1901 (D. C. Code, sec. 
16-323) is amended by adding at the end thereof: ‘‘Applications for judgment of 
condemnation under this section must be filed within four weeks after garnishment 
has been filed or, in default of garnishment answer, within four weeks after the 
service of the interrogatories upon the garnishee. If no judgmént of condemnation 
has been applied for or entered under this section, the attachment shall lapse.” 
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Amend the title so as to read; , 


» ‘A bill to amend subsection (a) of section 1107 of thé Distriet ‘of Columbia Code 
of 1901, as-amended-by. section 2-of the Aet-of December 20, 1944 (D. C. Code 
sec. 15-403 (a)), and to amend section 467 of the District of Columbia Code of 
1901 (D. C. Code, sec. 16-323). 


The purpose of this bill is to increase from $100 to $200 per month 
the exemption from garnishment in the District of Columbia of the 
earnings of a family head. The exemption of $100 was fixed in the 
year 1901, and increases in the cost of living since that time make this 
amendment appropriate. 

It is hoped that this change, together with section 2 of the bill, 
which provides that judgment of condemnation proceedings must be 
issued within 4 weeks after garnishment, will alleviate some of the 
undesirable features of the extension of ‘easy credit.’’ With a 
summary remedy available in the Small Claims Court of the District 
of Columbia, and garnishment proceedings, many unscrupulous mer- 
chants have high-pressured persons of low income into purchases, 
which are unwise or unnecessary, to the detriment of -the family of 
the debtor. By. increasing the difficulty of collection where credit 
is improvidently granted, it is hoped that these abuses will be checked. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, 
are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed 
in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in 
which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


58 Strat. 818, Cu. 610, Section 2 


(a) The earnings, salary, insurance, annuities, or pension or retirement pay- 
ments, not otherwise exempted, not to exceed [$100] $200 each month, of any 
person residing in the District of Columbia, or of any person who earns the major 
portions of his or her livelihood in the District of Columbia, regardless of place 
of residence, who provides the principal support of a family, for two months 
next preceding the issuing of any writ or process against him, from any court or 
officer of and in said District, shall be exempt from attachment, levy, seizure, or 
sale upon such process, and the same shall not be seized, levied on, taken, reached, 
or sold by attachment, execution, or any other process or proceedings of any 
court, judge, or other officer of and in said District: Provided, however, That where 
husband and wife are living together, the aggregate of the earnings, salaries, 
insurance, annuities, and pension or retirement payments of the husband and 
wife shall be the amount which shall be determinative of the exemption of either 
in cases arising ex contractu: Provided further, That food, shelter, or clothing re- 
ceived as part of earnings, salary, insurance, annuities, or pension or retirement 
payments, shall not be included in computing income for the purposes of this section. 

(b) The earnings, salary, insurance, annuities, or pension or retirement pay- 
ments, not otherwise exempted, not to exceed $60 each month for two months 
as the date of attachment of all persons residing in the District of Colum- 

ia, or of persons who earn the major portions of their livelihood in the District 
of Columbia, regardless of place of residence, who do not provide for the support 
of a family, shall be entitled to like exemption from attachment, levy, seizure, 
or sale. All wearing apparel belonging to such persons, not exceeding $300 in 
value, and mechanic's tools not exceeding $200 in value, shall also be exempt. 

(c) A notice of claim of exemption, or motion to quash attachment or other 
process against exempt property or money, may be filed in the office of the clerk 
of the court either by the debtor, his spouse, or a garnishee, and thereupon the 


court, after due notice, shall promptly act upon the notice, motion, or other 
claim of exemption. 
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31 Srar. 1263, Cu. 854, Secrion 467 


If a garnishee shall have admitted credits in his hands, in answer to interroga- 
tories served upon him, or the same shall have been found upon an issue made as 
aforesaid, judgment shall be entered against him for the amount of credits ad- 
mitted or found as aforesaid, not exceeding the plaintiff’s claim, less a reasonable 
attorney’s fee to be fixed by the court, and costs, and execution had thereon; but 
if said credits shall not be immediately due and payable, execution shall be stayed 
until the same shall become due; and if the garnishee shall have failed to answer 
the interrogatories served on him, or to appear and show cause why a judgment 
of condemnation should not be entered, judgment shall be entered against him 
for the whole amount of the plaintiff’s claim, and costs, and execution had thereon. 
Applications for judgment of condemnation under this section must be filed within 
four weeks after garnishment has been filed or, in default of garnishment answer, 
within four weeks after the service of the interrogatories upon the garnishee. If no 
judgment of condemnation has been applied for or entered under this section, the 
attachment shall lapse. 
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